
Philosophy 111 
History of Ancient and Medieval Philosophy 
3 units; 3 hours lecture 
Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 
 
This course offers a chronological examination of Western philosophical thought developed between 600 
B.C.E. and 1300 C.E., including the principal ancient and medieval philosophies of this time period. Topics 
include Greek and Roman thought, and the rise and development of Christianity. 
 
Course Objectives: 

1.Analyze the philosophical ideas of the individual Greek pre-Socratic philosophers beginning with Thales and 
ending with the Sophists. 
 
2.Compare and contrast the classical Greek philosophies of Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle. 
 
3.Compare and contrast the philosophies of the Graeco-Roman period, including the Epicureans, the Stoics, the 
Skeptics, the neo-Platonists, and other selected schools of thought. 
 
4.Analyze the factors which led to the rise of Christianity, the philosophical contributions of such early 
Christian apologists as Justin Martyr, Origen, and Irenaeus, and the first real philosophical articulation of 
Christian thought in the work of St. Augustine. 
 
5.Identify and articulate the central philosophical problems of the early Middle Ages, including the nature of 
Scholasticism, the problem of universals, and other selected ideas of the Medieval Weltanschauung. 
 
6.Analyze the great synthesis achieved by St. Thomas Aquinas during the apogee of Scholasticism in the 
thirteenth century. 
 
7.Identify and assess the ideas that contributed to the decline of Scholasticism and the dawn of the modern era. 
 
8.Evaluate the apparent reasons for the rise of scientific and rationalistic aspects within Western thought. 
 
9.Trace the historical development and continuity of the ideas that constitute the Western spiritual heritage from 
the early mystery religions and Judaism to their fruition in the philosophies of Augustine and Aquinas. 
 
10.Assess selected philosophical presuppositions that undergird and constitute the intellectual heritage of 
Western civilization. 
 
11.Evaluate some of the roles of philosophical ideas both in the history of Western civilization as well as in the 
student's own personal life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Student Learning Outcomes 
 
SLO#1 Pre-Socratic Philosophers- Students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of the various 
beliefs of and disagreements between the pre-Socratic philosophers. 
 
SLO#2 Influence on Modern Day Philosophy- Students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of the 
various beliefs and views of Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle, and how those beliefs influenced modern day 
philosophy. 
 
SLO#3 Major Threads of Medieval Philosophy- Students will be able to show a command of the major 
threads of medieval philosophy, such as contained in the writings of Saint Thomas Aquinas, and how medieval 
philosophy was influenced by ancient Western philosophy and impacted the later Western philosophical 
traditions.  
 
ADA Statement: Students with disabilities who believe they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to 
contact the Special Resource Center on campus as soon as possible to better ensure such accommodations are 
implemented in a timely fashion. As well, please contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/AP%20%205530%20STUDENT%20%20RIGHTS%20AND%20GRIEVANCES.doc
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp

