
Philosophy 112 
History of Modern Philosophy 
3 units; 3 hours lecture 
Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 
 
This course addresses 16th through 18th century Western philosophy with an emphasis on broad 
epistemological and metaphysical developments in philosophical thought from Descartes to Kant, and may 
include some precursors and successors. Some of the concepts explored include empiricism, rationalism, 
idealism, the limits of knowledge, skepticism, the nature of reality, and arguments for and against the existence 
of God. 

Course Objectives: 

1.Demonstrate mastery of critical philosophical skills based on readings of primary texts by accurately 
presenting and interpreting the positions of 16th and 18th century Western philosophers. 
 
2.Critically analyze and evaluate arguments, assumptions, principles, and methods of 16th and 18th Century 
Western philosophers.  
 
3.Identify the ways in which the Protestant Reformation and the early Scientific Revolution influenced Modern 
philosophers. 
 
4.Explain and compare empiricism and rationalism, and identify the Modern philosophers associated with each. 
 
5.Describe and compare the different types of skepticism, including Descartes' methodological skepticism and 
Hume's mitigated skepticism. 
 
6.Explain the beliefs and evaluate the arguments of the various Modern philosophers about both the existence or 
nonexistence of God and the nature and attributes of God. 
 
7.Describe, compare, and contrast the different concepts of idealism developed by Berkeley and Kant. 
 
8.Describe and compare the various epistemological positions of the Modern philosophers, especially Hume 
and Kant, regarding the limits of human knowledge and of reason. 
 
9.Assess the nature of reality according to the different Modern philosophers. 
 
10.Describe how the Modern philosophers laid the groundwork for many of the issues later explored by 
Contemporary philosophers, such as the meaning of life and moral relativism versus moral objectivism. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes: 
 
SLO#1 Modern Philosophers- Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of the main philosophies of the 
major Modern philosophers and their arguments for their positions. 
 
SLO#2 Major Ideas- Students will be able to explain the major ideas and issues addressed by the Modern 
philosophers, including the concepts of empiricism, rationalism, idealism, the existence or non-existence of 
God, the attributes of God, and the limits of human knowledge in general and of reason in particular. 
 
 



SLO#3 Departure From Medieval Philosophy- Students will be able to show an understanding of how 
Modern Philosophy departs from earlier Medieval Philosophy, with particular attention to the willingness to 
question past epistemological and metaphysical/religious beliefs and be able to describe how the Modern 
philosophers laid the groundwork for, later philosophical explorations. 
 
ADA Statement: Students with disabilities who believe they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to 
contact the Special Resource Center on campus as soon as possible to better ensure such accommodations are 
implemented in a timely fashion. As well, please contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/AP%20%205530%20STUDENT%20%20RIGHTS%20AND%20GRIEVANCES.doc
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp

