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Political Science 2 
Introduction to Comparative Politics 
3 units; 3 hours lecture 
Recommended Preparation: Political Science 1 and eligibility for English 1A 
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 
 
In this course students will analyze political systems of different countries in a comparative context. Emphasis 
will be placed on studying the differences and similarities of governmental systems found in developed 
democratic nation-states. Developing countries, regional systems, and new democracies will also be analyzed to 
illustrate the complex nature of creating and maintaining a functioning nation-state system. 
 

Course Objectives: 

1. Identify and assess the basic theory of comparative political analysis and the commonly applied 
methodology. 

2. Identify and evaluate the structures and functions common to all political systems. 
3. Analyze the geopolitical, cultural, and historical antecedents of nation-states for comparative analysis. 
4. Evaluate cultural-political systems in developing non-democratic nation-states. 
5. Assess procedures used in democratic political systems in the determination of policy and legislation. 
6. Evaluate and examine the major institutions that contribute to the political process. 
7. Describe and analyze the European Union as a model of regional integration. 
8. Identify and evaluate current government systems. 
9. Distinguish among regime types and their central features. 
10. Assess the ways in which political parties, interest groups, and public opinion effect the political 

process. 

Student Learning Outcomes (SLO): 
1. Political Systems  

In a written essay, the students will discuss and critically analyze both differences and similarities found 
among different political systems as they pertain to the functions that their institutions perform. 

2. Institutional Choices 
In a written essay, students will demonstrate knowledge and analyze the differences between 
presidential and parliamentary systems and the impact they have on the policymaking process. 

3. Democracy  
In a written essay, students will demonstrate knowledge of and analyze the various concepts of 
democracy and how these differences impact the system of government. 

ADA Statement:  

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon 
the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an 
academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special 
Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 
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Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/AP%20%205530%20STUDENT%20%20RIGHTS%20AND%20GRIEVANCES.doc
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp

