
Sociology 107 
Issues of Race and Ethnicity in United States Society 
3 units; 3 hours lecture 
Recommended Preparation: Sociology 101; eligibility for English 1A 
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 
 
In this course students examine issues of race and ethnicity in the United States from a sociological perspective. 
Sociological concepts and theories are used to analyze the current and historical experiences of groups which 
are defined in racial and ethnic terms, and to assess how these definitions and experiences influence the current 
status and attainments of these groups in American society. 
 
Course Objectives: 

1. Define and explain the key sociological theories used in the study of race and ethnicity in American society.  
2. Identify and assess basic concepts and terminology utilized in the analysis of race and ethnic relations in the 
United States.  
3. Explain how historical patterns of ethnic and social stratification created barriers to socioeconomic mobility 
among minorities.  
4. Evaluate the impact of minority group status on the process of assimilation and acculturation of the major 
American ethnic and racial groups.  
5. Analyze the social indicators of unequal status among major racial minorities in contemporary United States 
society.  
6. Compare and contrast the degrees of assimilation and acculturation of immigrant groups.  
7. Identify and examine social factors that contributed to processes of de jure and de facto segregation or 
integration of racial minorities in American society.  
8. Assess how legal rulings and court cases have either created, maintained, or abated the status of racial 
minorities in United States history.  
9. Compare and contrast assimilation and pluralism as ideal social models for American society.  
10. Evaluate and explain differences in educational attainment of racial and ethnic minorities.  
11. Discuss the basis for economic disparity typically found in the workplace between the dominant group and 
minorities in the United States.  
12. Identify and describe major historical patterns of immigration to the United States including the role of 
push/pull factors.  
13. Analyze the current political debate over immigration.  
14. Compare and contrast recent and earlier immigration patterns to the United States in socioeconomic and 
political terms. 

Student Learning Outcomes:  
 
SLO#1 Sociological Theoretical Perspectives- Students will demonstrate an understanding of the purpose of 
theoretical perspectives and apply sociological perspectives such as the human capital theory, the race relations 
cycle theory, and the Blauner hypothesis to issues of race and ethnicity in American society. 
 
SLO#2 Sociological Concepts- Students will define and demonstrate an understanding of sociological 
concepts, such as intergroup relations, racism, prejudice, discrimination, and minority/dominant groups by 
applying them to issues of race and ethnic relations in American society. 
 
 
 



 
 
ADA Statement:  

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon 
the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an 
academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special 
Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 
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