
 Sociology 108 
Global Perspectives on 
Race and Ethnicity 
3 units; 3 hours lecture 
Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A, Sociology 101 or Sociology 107 or Anthropology 2 
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 
 
In this course students will examine ethnic groups around the world using concepts of race, ethnicity and 
minority status. Multiple theoretical perspectives will be used to examine the conditions under which certain 
ethnic groups have been designated with minority group status. Focus is given to the reactions of these groups 
to this designation, and the patterns of interaction between minority groups and dominant groups. Emphasis is 
on current situations involving minority-dominant group relations around the world and the historical conditions 
influencing them. 
 
Course Objectives: 

1. Describe and apply concepts and theoretical perspectives used to analyze the conditions of various ethnic 
groups of people around the world.  
2. Distinguish between the concepts of indigenous peoples, ethnic groups, and minority groups.  
3. Identify characteristics shared by minority groups worldwide.  
4. Distinguish between the concepts of race and ethnicity.  
5. Differentiate between prejudice and discrimination.  
6. Compare and contrast individual and institutional discrimination.  
7. Outline theoretical perspectives on prejudice and discrimination.  
8. Assess the role of religion and religious institutions in ethnic identification.  
9. Explain theories of subordination of racial and ethnic minorities.  
10. Define and describe patterns of intergroup behaviors, such as genocide, assimilation, colonialism, and 
pluralism seen between dominant and minority groups, and analyze the consequences of these behaviors for 
individuals, groups, and societies. 
11. Identify and analyze attitudes and ideologies which are used to justify a particular pattern of behavior 
towards groups defined as minorities.  
12. Identify historical patterns leading to the status of various minority groups today.  
13. Assess the reactions of groups to treatment as minorities.  
14. Describe legal, political and educational strategies to reduce prejudice, racism and discrimination 
worldwide.  
15. Assess the impact of globalization on ethnic groups.  
16. Analyze trends relating to issues for ethnic groups in the future. 

Student Learning Outcomes 
 
SLO#1 Sociological Theoretical Perspectives- Students will demonstrate an understanding of the purpose of 
theoretical perspectives and apply sociological perspectives such as social identity theory, social conflict theory, 
modernization theory, and dependency theory, to issues of race and ethnicity around the world. 
 
SLO#2 Sociological Concepts- Students will define and demonstrate an understanding of sociological 
concepts, such as intergroup relations, racism, prejudice, discrimination, minority/dominant groups, 
colonialism, and neocolonialism, by applying them to issues of race and ethnic relations in global society.  
 
 



 
ADA Statement:  

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon 
the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an 
academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special 
Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/AP%20%205530%20STUDENT%20%20RIGHTS%20AND%20GRIEVANCES.doc
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp

