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In This Issue: 

From Our Program Coordinators 

Happy July, TEACH students! We hope you are enjoying 
a relaxing summer break. This past spring semester, we 
said good-by to many of our program members as they 
graduated and/or transferred to continue their  
undergraduate studies. We want to extend a warm  
welcome to all of our new TEACH members and look 
forward to bringing you some exciting new opportunities 
this year!  Read more... 

From Our District and University Partners 

Each quarter, we’ll bring you news from our university and/or local school 
district partners. Click here to read more about the latest from the following 
partners… 

For Our Students 

First Fall Semester Future Teachers’ Club Meeting 

Our first Future Teachers’ Club meeting is tentatively set for 
Thursday, September 12, 2019. The meeting will take place 
here at El Camino College. Please continue to check your e-mail 
for time and room location. The club will meet twice a month for 
one hour (each meeting). At our first gathering, we will address the 
following topics:  

*Introduction of new and continuing TEACH members

*Election of cabinet members (President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer)

*Discussion of ideas for recruitment/outreach and future club events

Upcoming Events 

Toro Tutors Recruitment and Orientation, July 22, 2019 

Event Location: El Camino College, Art and Behavioral Sciences (ArtB) Bldg. 

Date: Monday, July 22, 2019 

Time: 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

Room: ArtB 305  

Article for the Quarter 

“4 Things Teachers Shouldn't Be Asking Their Students to Do” 

Justin Minkel, (1st and 2nd grade teacher at Jones Elementary in Springdale, Arkansas, 
and 2007 Arkansas Teacher of the Year). April 8, 2019 

“In school, we often ask children to do things that are unreasonable given  
their developmental level. Worse still, we sometimes ask them to do things 

we would never expect of adults.” 

Link to full article: https://www.edweek.org/tm/articles/2019/04/08/4-things-teachers-
shouldnt-be-asking-their.html?intc=main-mpsmvs&print=1 

Poem for the Quarter 

TEACH El Camino Program 

COME JOIN US! 

Email:  TEACH@elcamino.edu 

Website:  http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/behavioralsocial/teach-elcamino/ 

Coordinators’ Locations:   

Campus Coordinator Office: El Camino Campus, Art & Behavioral Science 
Building (ARTB), Room 328 

Community Coordinator Office: ECC Business Training Center, 13430 Hawthorne Blvd, 
Hawthorne, CA 90250 

This newsletter is produced in January, April, July, and October every year. 
Special thanks to Clara Becka for her assistance with formatting. 

As I continue my series on careers in  
education, I want to turn your attention to 
one of the highest needs in the state and in 
the nation: special education teaching.  
Below you will find the possible pathways 
to follow if you do decide to pursue a  
career in this field. I also include some  
additional information explaining why this 

is such a good field to enter. 

All special education teachers, including preschool teachers, 
need to obtain the Education Specialist Instruction  
Credential.   
There are two ways to obtain this credential: Read more... 

Counselor’s Corner 
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Speaking of exciting events, our program welcomed two new program coordinators who 
will take over for our prior coordinator, Cheryl Kroll. A heartfelt thank you to Cheryl for 
all the hard work and energy she put into making this program an exceptional support and 
resource for our students!  

Meet Our New TEACH Program Coordinators! 

Janice Jefferis, MA 
TEACH Campus Program Coordinator 

In addition to her new position as campus coordinator for TEACH, Janice 
is also an adjunct Childhood Education faculty member and Child  
Development Permit Specialist at El Camino College. She earned her 
bachelor’s degree in Child and Adolescent Development at San Francisco 
State University along with a master’s degree in Early Childhood  

Education and a credential in Early Childhood Special Education from Mills College. Her 
first job in the field of education was as a before and after school program teacher, working 
with elementary age students. After three years in that position, she moved on to early  
intervention and then eventually found her calling as an early childhood educator. Janice 
has dedicated most of her career to Reggio Emilia inspired early childhood programs. In 
2015, she transitioned to teaching in the college classroom as an adjunct faculty in the 
School of Education at Pacific Oaks College in Pasadena, CA. Since then, Janice has 
served as adjunct child development faculty member at several local community colleges. 

Yadira Arellano, MA 
TEACH Community Program Coordinator 

On top of her role as Community Program Coordinator, Yadira is also 
adjunct Child Development faculty at both El Camino and Rio Hondo 
Colleges. She earned her master’s degree in Human Development from 
Pacific Oaks College; a bachelor’s degree in Child Development from 
the University of La Verne; and an Associates degree in Child 
Development from East Los Angeles College.  

Her first job in early childhood education was as a teacher’s assistant at 
Suva Elementary in Bell Gardens, CA. She later served as a lead teacher and site  
supervisor, and eventually as a family coordinator for 
Head Start.  

Yadira’s passion and expertise are in closing  
achievement gaps in the education system, addressing 
teacher shortage, early education, college affordability, 
dual language instruction, and preparing students for 
future jobs in STEAM and CTE careers. 
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All special education teachers, including preschool teachers, need to  

obtain the Education Specialist Instruction Credential.  There are two 

ways to obtain this credential: 

Pathway 1:  Through a traditional university program, you would 

obtain your bachelor’s degree (in any subject, though I recommend  

Liberal Studies or Child Development or Psychology), satisfy the basic 

skills requirement (via satisfactory scores on the California Basic Education Skills Test, 

CSET Writing, the CSU Placement Exam, the SAT or ACT exams, AP English or AP 

Statistics or calculus exams, or an out of state basic skills test), and demonstrate subject 

matter competence by passing the appropriate subject matter examination or by  

completing an approved subject matter waiver program. You must also take and pass the 

Reading Instruction Competence Assessment.  Note: Early childhood educators are  

exempt from taking these exams.  As an Education Specialist Instruction Credential  

candidate, you must likewise pass ECC’s Political Science 1 course or an exam on the 

provisions and principles of the U.S. Constitution. Last but not least, you will also need to 

complete an Education Specialist Instruction Credential Program at the university level. 

Pathway 2:  Through a distr ict or  university level intern program, BA degree  

holders actually complete the requirements for the Education Specialist Instruction  

Credential Program while they are employed as special education teachers.  Note that to 

pursue this pathway, you would need to have satisfied all of the aforementioned  

requirements for a traditional university level program (with the exception of the actual  

credential program). 

So, now that you know a little bit about how to obtain a special education teaching 

credential, why might it be a good idea to consider a career as a special education  

teacher? 

1. As I mentioned earlier, the need for special education teachers is very high, so if

you have a heart for these kids, you will always have a well-paying job, and, yes,

there are financial incentives for pursuing a career in special education, including

loan forgiveness programs and salary bonuses.

2. You can work with children of all ages, from birth through age 22.

3. You get to work in a wide variety of settings, including resource rooms, special

schools, hospitals, developmental centers, correctional facilities, non-public

schools and agencies, and, of course, general education settings.

4. You get to work with a variety of special student populations, including

those with Autism Spectrum Disorders, mild to moderate disabilities, and

moderate to severe disabilities.  You may also work with students who are deaf or

hard of hearing or visually impaired or those with physical or other health

impairments.  You get to choose the groups with whom you wish to work!

One final note:  Even if you are dead-set on getting your Multiple Subject or Single  

Subject teaching credential, I would still strongly encourage you to consider enrolling in a 

dual credential program wherein you can earn a traditional credential and the Education 

Specialist Instruction Credential at the same time.  Why?  Because California has full  

inclusion for students with special needs, which means these students must spend as 

much of their day in the general education classroom as is reasonably possible.  As a  

general education teacher, the more you know about teaching methods that benefit these 

children, the better.  You will also be a better teacher for having earned this credential 

because, as I have always said, no one knows more about how to teach than special  

educators. And, lastly, your principals will love to see that you have this credential and 

that you therefore know how to work with all of the students you will encounter in your 

classrooms.  

I hope this overview of special education teaching was helpful to you.  As always, feel 

free to contact me if you’d like to discuss becoming a  

special educator in more depth. 

Until next time, 

--Cheryl Kroll, Program Counselor 

Counselor’s Corner 
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From Our District and University Partners 

Loyola Marymount University 

The Center for Undergraduate Teacher Preparation in the School of 
Education at Loyola Marymount University is excited to be partners 
with TEACH El Camino. The Center provides matriculation-to-
graduation advising and other academic and professional support to 
LMU undergraduate  students preparing for careers in TK-12  
teaching.  The Center, in  collaboration with TEACH El Camino,  
developed a program where students can fulfill their lower division 
Liberal Studies requirements at El Camino College in two years and transfer to LMU. 
We hope to streamline the process through the LMU Transfer Admissions Agreement for 
students to not only transfer from El Camino College to LMU but also to allow students 
to finish their Liberal Studies major requirements and preliminary  teaching credential 
requirements in only two additional years! Our goal is to create a teacher preparation 
pipeline of students pursuing careers in elementary, secondary,  bilingual, and special 
education. We look forward to this partnership and seeing you at LMU soon!”    

-- Dr. Annette P. Hernandez,  Senior Director 
Center for Undergraduate Teacher Preparation 

California State University Long Beach 

Credential Information Sessions – Open to All 

Prospective students are always invited and encouraged to attend CSULB’s Teacher  
Credentialing Information Sessions that are held year-round! They are traditionally  
offered on Fridays with 90 minutes of detailed information from a Professional  
Credential Advisor. It’s never too early to learn more about teaching  
credentialing program options if you are planning to become a 
teacher!  We offer the following: 

 Multiple Subject Credential Information Sessions

 Education Specialist Credential Information Sessions

 Single Subject Credential Information Sessions

 Urban Dual Credential Information Sessions

For a list of all offered Information Sessions, refer to: https://www.csulb.edu/college-of-
education/outreach-and-recruitment/prospective-students/program-information-sessions. 

Visiting CSULB College of Education 

Interested in the teacher credential programs at CSULB? Transferring in the fall or 
spring to CSULB and want to know what the College of Education has to offer? Request 
a College of Education Tour! One of our Student Ambassadors will take you on a tour of 
the college. To sign up, submit your request here: https://www.csulb.edu/college-of-
education/outreach-and-recruitment/form/request-a-college-of-education-tour or contact 
Wendy Muzien at Wendy.Muzien@csulb.edu. 

Questions? Contact the Teacher Preparation Advising Center (TPAC) at 562-985-1105 
or email at ced-tpac@csulb.edu.  
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https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.csulb.edu%2fcollege-of-education%2foutreach-and-recruitment%2fform%2frequest-a-college-of-education-tour&c=E,1,rQoMWRX1jXWwNE9tpI0zETISPH9dMdARCkQguKtlFspjlhfckMZ-td9D7SdryHqNsw_mNsOOMvZ1qXXVVvLLLGBD5ebV
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THE HUNDRED LANGUAGES 

“No way. The hundred is there.” 

The child 
is made of one hundred. 

The child has 
a hundred languages 

a hundred hands 
a hundred thoughts 

a hundred ways of thinking 
of playing, of speaking. 

A hundred always a hundred 
ways of listening 

of marveling, of loving 
a hundred joys 

for singing and understanding 
a hundred worlds 

to discover 
a hundred worlds 

to invent 
a hundred worlds 

to dream. 

The child has 
a hundred languages 

(and a hundred hundred hundred more) 
but they steal ninety-nine. 
The school and the culture 

separate the head from the body. 
They tell the child: 

to think without hands 
to do without head 

to listen and not to speak 
to understand without joy 

to love and to marvel 
only at Easter and at Christmas. 

They tell the child: 
to discover the world already there 

and of the hundred 
they steal ninety-nine. 

They tell the child: 
that work and play 
reality and fantasy 

science and imagination 
sky and earth 

reason and dream 
are things 

that do not belong together. 

And thus they tell the child 
that the hundred is not there. 

The child says: 
No way. The hundred is there.” 

-- Loris Malaguzzi (translated by Lella Gandini) 
Founder of the Reggio Emilia Approach  
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